TAKE YOUR POET TO WORK DAY

Celebrated the 3rd Wednesday in July

Countee Cullen

Countee LeRoy Porter was born in 1903, his birthplace
uncertain. he reportedly claimed to have been born in
both New York City and Louisville, KY. When he was

9 years old, his grandmother, Amanda Porter, brought
him to Harlem. He stayed with her until her death in 1917,
at which time he was taken in by the Rev. Frederick A.
Cullen and his wife. He eventually took the Reverend's
last name as his own.

He was writing poetry at least as early as high school,

during which time he won a poetry contest at his school

in the Bronx. He later attended NYU and won second prize
in the Witter Bynner contest for "The Ballad of the Brown
Girl. He went on to earn his Masters in English from Harvard
and published his first poetry collection, Color.

Cullen married Yolande Du Bois, daughter of W.E.B. Du Bois,
in 1928 in a major social event of the African American elite

community. The marriage ended after just a few years after
Cullen expressed a preference for men.

His work was heavily influenced by the Harlem Renaissance
and the Negritude movement. He published three other
/ poetry collections, including The Ballad of the Brown Girl,
Take Your Poet to Work  Countee Cullen Copper Sun and The Black Christ and Other Poems. His use
of religious imagery was controversial, including comparisons
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Frederick Douglass Junior High in New York City, where he

taught James Baldwin.
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“I have a rendezvous with life.”
Cullen died in New York in 1946.

How to take your favorite with you
on Take Your Poet to Work Day

1. Color your poet

2. Cut out your poet along dotted lines

3. Attach a popsicle stick to the back
of your poet with tape or glue

4. Take your poet to work




