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“There are no foreign lands.
It is the traveler only
who is foreign.”

Robert Louis
Stevenson

The writer and poet Robert Louis Stevenson was
born Robert Lewis Balfour Stevenson in Scotland
in 1850. He later changed the spelling of Lewis
and dropped the name Balfour.

Health conditions as a child prevented him from
attending school regularly and he received much

of his education at home from private tutors. He

did attend university, studying engineering, a subject
for which he had little interest. He spent more time
in pursuit of friendship, eventually determining

to be a writer. At his family's encouragement he
joined the bar for financial security.

Stevenson had a difficult relationship with his
parents due to certain professional and personal
choices he made. He married an American from
Indianapolis in 1880 at a time when his health
was poor.

The author of beloved books The Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Treasure Island,
Stevenson also published several collections of
poetry including A Child's Garden of Verse which
was well received among all ages and includes
popular poems such as My Shadow and

The Lamplighter.

Stevenson died in 1894.

Take your favorite poet to school
during Take Your Poet to School Week

1. Color your poet

2. Cut out your poet along dotted lines

3. Attach a popsicle stick to the back
of your poet with tape or glue
4. Take your poet to school

For more of the best in poetry and poetic things, visit us at TweetspeakPoetry.com



